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SALVATION, 


It is our intention, in this communication, 
briefly to consider and illustrate the doctrine 
which we have embraced, and which we feel it 
to be our duty to defend, It is that which 

Aeaches us, that “there is one God, whose na- 
ture is love; revealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
by one spirit of grace; who will finally restore 
the whole family of mankind to holiness and 
happiness.”’ It holds the final salvation of all 
created beings as unconditionally certain; and 
relies on the power and goodness of God, as 


manifested and displayed in the Redeemer of 


the world, for the full and final accomplishment 
of the divine purposes. It leaves nothing un- 
certain, It maintains that the end was seen 
. from the beginning; and that every thing was 
_ properly arranged, every effect made to de- 
pond on some cause, and every thing that 


transpires made certain by the eternal fiat of 


Jehovah. It places implicit confidence in what 
the Scriptures assert; and believes the com- 
plete fulfilment of every promise. ‘To the 
law and the testimony,” it refers every doubt- 
ful speculation; and demands a ‘‘thus saith the 
Lord” for whatever is advanced as divine truth. 
In a word, it claims the sacred oracles as its 
‘foundation, its support, its object and its end. 
In our remarks on this subject, we shall en- 
deayor to use “great plainness of speech,” and 
so to express ourselves as to be distinctly un- 
derstood. We may differ from others, and be 
accused of holding novel opinions; but we shall 
state what we are constrained to believe is 
true, and let others think of it as they may.— 
We are seriously inclined to the opinion, that 
very incorrect views of salvation are generally 
entertained. . When salvation is spoken of; 
when it is said that all mankind are the sub- 
jects of it, it seems to be impressed on almost 
every mind, that the happiness of the future 
world, is necessarily meant. But this is far 
from being the case. We indeed believe that 
Christ is the Saviour of the world, and will ul- 
timately rule it in righteousness; but even if this 
be true, it is no evidence to our minds, that all 
will be happy hereafter, or that any one will 
ever exist there. The salvation whichChrist came 
to accomplish, and the happiness of a future 
state, are distinct and separate subjects, and 
should never be confounded with each other.— 
If it could be clearly and fairly proved to my 
mind, that Christ would not save the world, 
according to the predictions of former times,— 
still, it would require something more, to make 
me abandon the hope of future happiness.— 
What Christ has done, what he will do, or what 
he can do, will not alter the purposes of God, 


in which is embraced the eternal happiness of 


all created beings. Through his medium, we 
indeed expect the world will be saved, aud re- 
conconciled to God; but we look to a higher 
source, to the Author of our being, for an ex- 
istence beyond the present, and the blessings 
_connected with it, For immortality and eter- 


nal blessedness, we look to the sovereign goude| 


Omnipotence. By the omnific voice of Jeho- 
vah, which spake at first all things into being, 
the dead shall be raised, and be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye. 

In order to state and illustrate our views of 
salvation, let us suppose a case. The inhabi- 
tants of this country, let us suppose, by some 
unforeseen and unexpected event of providence, 
have lost their liberties, been deprived of their 
dearest rights and privileges, and are ina state 
of abject slavery and complete wretchedness. 
France, as she once did, casts an eye of pity 


sacross the wide waste of waters, beholds their 


degraded and miserable condition, and in her 
councils passes a solemn resolution, and deter- 
mines to carry it into effect, that she will de- 
liver them, and restore to them their long lost 
liberties and rights. Yet, though she makes 
this solemn promise, and sends to them a mes- 
senger bearing the glad tidings, it so happens, 
that many of them are called to depart hence 
and be here no more, before the work of re- 
demption is accomplished. Time at length 
brings with it the day of their country’s emanci- 
pation, & the people are delivered from bondage. 
Now, what I would here ask, is, has not France 
redeemed her pledge ? Has she not fulfilled 
her promise? Has she not put every man in 
possession of his rights and freedom? Unques- 
tionably. Let this be applied to the subject in 
question. According to scripture, the whole 
world lies in wickedness, groans in bondage, is 
under the dominion of sin, and subject to a state 
of painful condemnation and death. By the 
same authority, we are assured, that God has 
purposed in himself to deliver it, promised that 
he will save it, and restore the whole family of 
mankind to holiness and happiness. To ac- 
complish what he has purposed, to fulfill what 
he has promised, he has sent his Son into the 
world, invested him with all necessary power, 
and put him in possession of adequate means, 
to carry on and complete the great and glorious 
work. This work he will perform; and the 
time will come, it is sincerely believed, when all 
his enemies shall be subdued, when he shall 
rule the world in righteousness, when his king- 
dom shall spread from sea to sea, and from the 
river to the ends of the earth—and then will his 
work be finished, then will he deliver up the 
kingdom to his Father, and then will God be 
allin all. 

Such, it is firmly believed, isthe gospel plan 
of salvation. The scriptures, in our opinion, 
speak of no other salvation, to be effected 
through the mediation of Christ, or by his 
power, that the salvation of the world, in a 
collective sense, from sin, unbelief, unrecon- 
ciliation to God, and from condemnation and 
death. When they tell us that Christ. shall 
save his people from their sins; that he came 
not to condemn the world, but to save it; that 
he tasted death for every man; that he came 
into the world to save sinners; that he will re- 
deem us from all iniquity:—all these expres- 
sions are believed to mean the same thing; all 
carry the mind irresistibly to one conclusion; 
all prove that the salvation which Christ came 


ness of God, and the strong and mighty arm of|to accomplish is to be effected in this world; 


all point directly to that period when he shall 
rule the world in righteousness. It istrue, many 
have died, and many more may yet die, before 
the complete salvation of the human family 
will have been accomplished; but this does not 
prove that the world, the whole world, al! men, 
every man, will not be saved. In the case just 
supposed, it was evident that France fulfilled 
her promise, to the very letter of it, notwith- 
standing many of our countrymen died in sla- 
very. So too, will the prowise of God be ful- 
filled, in its most obvious and unrestricted sense, 
respecting the salvation of the world, when the 
kingdom of Christ shall become universal, 
though many die, and die in ignorance, yea, in 
sin, before its fulfilment. The divine promise, 
it is sincerely believed, embraces the salvation 
ofthe world in this sense, and in this only. 

If it should be asked, Has Christ any agency 
in procuring, or making certain, the happiness 
of the future world? it is unreservedly answer- 
ed in the negative. If it should be asked, Has 
he given us any information respecting it? the 
answer is given affirmatively. By his life, his 
ministerial labors, his sufferings and death, 
though he did not produce or make them cer- 
tain, yet, it is nevertheless true, he “brought 
life and immoriality to light.”” But this, it should 
be remembered, formed a part of that salvation 
which he came to accomplish. Before the sal- 
vation of the world will be effected, man must 
be brought to a knowledge of certain truths, 
with regard to his future existence. These 
truths existed from all eternity; and it was the 
part which Christ had to perform, not to make 
them certain, but to bring them to light. Christ 
had no power in himself to confer on us “life 
and immortality,” nor was it requisite that he 
should have,—for this formed no part of the 
work which he came to perform. He came to 
dispel the thick darkness that hung over the 
world, and liberate the mind of man from the 
fear of death, by bringing “‘life and immortality 
to light.” But all the happiness which can 
possibly result from this, must be realized and , 
enjoyed in this world, when we can see only 
through a glass darkly. All the happiness 
which Christ can impart, arises ftom believing 
the great and glorious truths, which he has re- 
vealed and declared to the world. 

These are our views of salvation. Itis our 
opinion, whether it be a correct one or not, that 
the salvation of the world is to be effected in 
the present state of existence; and that all its 
blessings are here to be realized. We indeed 
look round on the world, now, and perceive 
that it is not yet saved, that all things are not 
yet put under Christ’s feet,—but we see the 
work going on and rapidly prevailing,—and we 
look forward with many pleasing and delightful 
anticipations, Those that shall live a few gen- 
erations hetice, we may confidently believe, 
will enter into the enjoyment of what we now 
behold only in prospect. It is reserved for 
some future age, and for a happier generation, 
to witness the complete triumphs of the gospel, 
to behold a world redeemed from sin, from er- 
ror and unbelief, from unreconciliation to God, 
and enjoying the happiness which arises from a 
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hee 


knowledge of the truth. But life and immor- 
tality, perfect holiness and happiness, in the 
future world, are reserved for us all, and for all 
Adam’s posterity, in the eternal counsels and 
purposes of God. Letus rejoice, that we have 
lived to behold the first dawn of happier days, 
that the Sun of Righteousness begins to dart 


upon the world its gladsome rays, and that it| 


will at last fill the whole earth with its light 
and glory ! G 


~ For the Universalist Magazine. 


ON CHARITY. 


“ Fhough I give my body to be burnt, and have 
not charity, Lam as a sounding brass and a 
tinkling cymbal.”’—Sr. Pavt. 


This is an observation, that deserves the at- 
tention of all those intolerant and disputatious 
zealots, who wrangle on account of insignifi- 
cant punctilios in religion, and differences in 
articles of faith. People of modern times ac- 
count a man worthless and contemptible on 
account of his refusal to conform to the cere- 
monies & faith of some religious fraternity. They 
never inspect his conduct in order to ascertain 
if it be agreeable to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
They are of the opinion, that no man can be 
good, but who thinks in every particular like 
themselves. 
member of society, and happen to be a dissen- 
ter from their opinion, although he attempt to 
support his opinions by solid argument and true 
reasoning, yet the society to which he belongs 
will condemn him as a heretic, and excommu- 
nicate him from the brotherhood of which he is 
a member. 


And, if a man be ever so good a 


become more deserving of the appellation. For, 
\although they make a pretence to godliness, 
|and assume a grave exterior, and have the like- 
ness of a saint, yet, not having the noble vir- 
tue of charity, they are as ‘‘a sounding brass 
and a tinkling symbal.”? They imagine that 
the gospel of Christ, which breathes nothing 
but humanity and love, is to be twisted -and 
construed to suit their mode of belief, and to 
be considered more a revelation of what will 
take place in the world to come, than a fruit- 
ful code of sacred ethics for the guidance of 
man in the world now existing. But they 
should consider, that, let a man’s faith be what 
it will, if he act according to the pure principles 
of justice, benevolence, temperance and gene- 
rosity, he is deserving of esteem, and is as fit 
a candidate as any for a state of happiness be- 
yond the grave. Our blessed Redeemer tells 
us, that we ought to do unto others, as we 
would have them do unto us.” Now where is 
‘the man, who has any sense of propriety, and 
knows what the true religion of Christ really 
is, that will attempt to justify the conduct of 
those, who, for some slight difference in opinion, 
|discard many members from their church, and 
look upon them as heretics, and undeserving of 
their regard? Yet this conduct is every day 
taking place. Hardiy a day elapses but we 
hear of excommunications, schisms, and differ- 
ences of opinion in many parts of our country. 
A spirit of intolerance like this, is certainly no 
great credit to the inhabitants of a country in 
which religion is the free-will offering of the 
people, and where it is the reigning doctrine, 
that all men are born free and equal.” And, 
what is worse, this persecuting propensity ap- 


i 


This is too manifest to need proof. | pears to be increasing, instead of diminishing. 


But is this conduct agreeable to the gospel of| Among many of the orthodox societies, there 


Jesus Christ? Does it agree with that charity 
of which St. Paul says, it ‘“suffereth long 
and is kind, is not puffed up, does not behave 
unseemly”? No. It is quite the contrary. It 
is utterly inconsistent with the gospel. It is 
totally opposite to the injunction and precepts 
of the Christian religion. It is a want of char- 
ity, that is highly culpable, and against which 
the inspired penmen have strongly inveighed.— 
And, though the people, who practise it, are, in 
their own opinion, sufficiently attentive to the 
outward ceremonies of the church to which they 
belong, yet they are far, very far from deserv- 
ing the title of true Christians, or of real 
followers of Christ. Did our blessed Lord and 
Master conduct in thismanner? Did he reject 


any of the human family from the benefits of 


his ministry, and prohibit them from enjoyin 

the glad tidings of his gospel? No. It wasthe 
characteristic of that blessed personage, not to 
pay so much regard to what a man believed as 
to what he. performed. He cared not what 
opinion a distressed brother was of, he could 
pour in oil and wine into his wounded bosom. 
He did not refuse to associate with publicans 
and sinners, and to preach to the poor and il- 
Jiterate, and was anxiously employed for the 
noble and godlike purpose of relieving suffer- 
ing humanity. He went about doing good to 
all classes of people, healing the sick, assisting 
the needy and causing the dumb to speak, the 
Jame to walk, and even the dead to be brought 
to life! Such was the character of Jesus 
Christ, the founder ef our religion. Such was 


appears so great an obstinacy of opinion, ana 
so deep rooted prejudice, that a man who did 
not know otherwise, would be led to think the 
present age as unenlightened as the age of 
popish ignorance and superstition. We blame 
the intolerance that characterised the persecu- 
tors of those days, and think them irrational in 
the highest degree, and imagine ourselves 
wholly free from their faults. But the truth is, 
we possess as much fondness for our own opin- 
ions, and defend them with as much eagerness, 
and would inflict as much torment and 
persecution, as then prevailed, if unluckily it 
were in the power of any of us to have uncon- 
troulable dominion in matters of religion. And 
the pile, and the faggots of Smithfield would 
again make their appearance, if there were no 
hinderance but the will of bigots. But 
luckily the constitution of our country, which 
was framed by men the most sapient and skil- 
ful, and patriotic, that grace the page of his- 
tory, plainly and energetically secures to every 
man the rights of nature, and the rights of con- 
science which are every one’s due. ‘The fra- 
mers of that bulwark of intellectual freedom, 
well enough foreknew the blessings that would 
result from its establishment, and also knew, 
that if any thing crept into it, by which religion 
would be linked with state, there would arise 
as many evils as in the days of popish ignorance 
and superstition, and people would grow arbi- 
trary, and persecuting, and an easy entrance 
be made for intolerance, superstition and bigo- 
try. And they will stand on the annals of 


his character, who was ‘‘meek and lowly of|history as the soundest philosophers and most 


heart,” and “‘who died, that we night live ?— 
Such conduct as this is the offspring of real 
benevolence and christian charity. And it 
would be well for those persons, who call 
themselves christians to imitate it, and thereby 


valuable statesmen that have adorned any na- 
tion in any age of the world. Their conduct 
aud their magnanimity deserve imitation by 
those zealots and fanatics, who rage with in- 


tolerance against other people against non-| 


conformity to their own mode of faith and wor- 
ship. Such a want of charity as these people 
exhibit rarely fails of drawing on them the 
contempt of people of candor and strength of 
understanding. I never knew a man who pos- 
sessed much strength of intellect, or extent of 
knowledge, or powers of judgment and reason, 
who manifested the intolerant and persecuting 
disposition that is now mentioned. The fact is, 
that the more mind ‘there is, and the greater 
the knowledge, there is the more disposition to 
tolerate others, and a strong inclination, to al- 
low every man to think for himself. It is only 
in little minds, that persecution and intolerance 
make their appearance, especially in this coun- 
try. I, myself, never knew a great genius, 
who had a hold on the truth, and was anxious 
for others to partake of it, that was not willing 
to allow them to think after what manner they 
pleased. And, if he could not bring them to 
acknowledge the truth by force of conviction, 
he was little solicitous to do violence to their 
bodies by fire and sword ‘Truth is not to be 
communicated in this way. It must be con- 
veyed into the understanding by force of rea~ 


'soning, and by the evidence that belongs to it- 


It is an observation, that I have frequently had 
occasion to make, that they who are least char- 
itable are generally most bigotted and super- 
stitious. And it-appears to be true, every day 
that I hear of excommunications and differen- 
ces of Opinions among different religious sects. 
They forget humanity, and turn enthusiasts 
and fanatics. They estimate a man by his be- 
lief, and not by his works. And they notwith- 
standing consider themselves heirs of salvation 
and candidates for never-ending felicity in that 
world which is to come. But they ought to 
consider these words of Paul, that ‘charity 
suffereth long and is kind,” and that without 
charity, they are but ‘‘as sownding brass and a 
tinkling cymbal.” They should consider the 
bible, not as arevelation only of things to take 


|place in the world to come, but a fruitful source 


of sacred ethics for the guidance of: man in 
this mortal state,,and should be satisfied that 
all that is required of man is, ‘‘to do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with God,” and 
that our Saviour has said, that ‘‘to love God, 
and our neighbor as ourself,” is the whole du- 
ty of man, and is “more than whole burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.” J. F. M. 


INEFFICACY OF CALVEINISTIC PREACHING, 


Our opponents are so fond of applying hard 
epithets to Universalists, and tmputing to the 
principles which we cherish, every abommation, 
that we are justified in recrimination, by quot+ 
ing orthodox authorities for our declarations, 
We have done this before, and might fill sev- 
eral papers with the most palpable facts, sub- 
stantiated by orthodox authorities ef the same 
import. The paragraph below is a note in the 
Episcopal Watchman, of last week. If it be 
correct, or not, the fault is not ours, that it isa 
cutting declaration. It ought, at all events, to 
soften the asperity which is so often manifested 
by Calvinists, who are now guilty of the same 
things, which they faésely charge on Univer= 
salism. i 

“T have lived to bury the old crop, on which 
any dependence could be placed. I believe I 
should never have left Olney had not so incor- 
rigible a spirit prevailed in 4 parish, T had so 
long labored to reform,—Newton, see Ceeii’s 
Lafe. These are Newton’s sentiments—now 
for Scott’s, “I connot, and need not conyey te 


Leiter on Devotion at Church.” 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
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others a particular account of all things which 
render the thoughts of spending my days at O]- 
ney painful to me. There are above two thou- 
sand inhabitants in this town, atmost all cat- 
vinists, even the most debauched of them! The 
inhabitants are become like David, wiser than 


. their teachers—that is, they think themselves 


so; and have learned. to stupify thew conscience— 
vindicate their sloth and wickedness—and shield 
off conviction.”? Pretty strong statement this! 
“tas for myself, I am very unpopular in this 
town, and.preach in general to small congre- 
gations.”’— Scott’s life, p. 2d, 7, 15. 

Religious Inquirer 


BE an the Vniversaliat Magazine, 


‘CLETTER ON DEVOTION IN CHURCHES,” 
“Ve worship ye know not what.””—Jzsus Curist. 


If people worship a being who exists no 
where in the universe except in their imagina- 
tion, and if they attribute to this idol attributes 
which no real being in the universe possesses, 
except those worshipers, do they not worship 
they “‘know not what’’? 

There lies before me a pamphet entitled ‘4 
it was handed 
to me by a stranger, respectable in his appear- 
ance and conversation, who requested me to 


read the pamphlet and be prepared to let him 


know whether I should be willing to have it 
distributed in the society to which I preach, 
and if so, by what means. I have read the 
letter with attention and am satisfied that its 
recommendations are proper; but I do not. be- 
lieve them to be much needed; because I think 
people generally know as much as they will 
find in this letter, that is worthy of attention. 
The writer recommends that ali who attend 
public worship should pray in time of prayer, 
for themselves. ..That.is, that every heart 
should be a praying one. Now this is right 
most surely, but who does not'know it? Does 
this writer suppose that the congreatiohs in 
Boston are now to be told, that it is the duty of 
every person to pray, as if this truth was not 
generally realized? : 

The letter further insists, that while the 
minister is preaching, the hearers ought to me- 
ditate on divine subjects, and that the sermon 
should be used to assist them in this exercise, 
Here again the question rises, who does not 
know all this? Who is so stupid as not to. rea- 
lize it? 

Now if I recommend the distribution of this 
pamphlet among those who worship where I 
preach, will not my hearers think that in my 
opinion they need this instruction? and if this 
be my opinion, what must I think of their un- 
‘derstandings, when in my own public prayers, 
I have often prayed that the congregation might 
all pray; and in my sermons have constantly 
urged the necessity of their serious attention 
#o, and close investigation of the divine sub- 
jects to whitch our attentions were called? 

_ Now if I say to this pious stranger, no Sir, 
I do not desire that-my bearers should receive 
the painphlet, then will not the report go out 
that Mr. B. is opposed to the pious recommen- 
dations of the letter? But should I consent 
and concert measures to effect this proposed 
distribution; would it not be an acknowledge- 
ment that my hearers needed this information? 

But the worst of this affair, after all is, it is 
evident that the writer of the Jetter would have 
us all worship a Motocu in place of worship- 
ing our heavenly Father? That god, who re- 
quires the cevotions of the people as the price 


of his favor, is a Moloch. It makes no differ- 
ence what the name of the idol is, nor does it 
make the least difference what kind of sacri- 
fice or worship he requires. If he require it 
as the price of his favor, he is a Moloch... Gn 
page 9, the writer says':“Is it not the design 
of public worship to approve ourselves unto 
God, and gain his favor and blessing’? this 
sentiment be correct God withholds his favor 
and his blessing until we gain them by our de- 
votions! But suppose that through our weak- 
ness we offer such devotions as are not accep- 
table to God, what follows? We have the an- 
swer on the next page: “i tremble lest our 
prayers should be imprecations; lest our forma! 
petitions for good should be real causes of evii; 
lest the hand that is stretched out for heaven’s 
blessings, as it were in mockery, should bring 
down the lightning of its displeasure”! Here, 
in room of our Father in heaven, whose favors 
and blessings we all enjoy in rich abundance, 
we are presented with a Moloch, who is capa- 
ble of administering the lightning of his wrath 
to such as hold out their hands for the bread of 
life, because some error about the manner of 
presenting the petition is overlooked, and who 
is careful to withhold his favor and his blessings 
until we gain them by our devotions! 

I entertain a humble confidence that those, 
who unite with me in public devotion, do not 
worship such an idol. We do not worship God 
for the purpose of gainimg his favor and bles- 
sing; but we worship him because he has al- 
ways loaded us with them. We believe that 
true worship is rational meat and drink, and is 
spiritual food, being offered in spirit and in 
truth, 

Suppose affectionate kind and provident pa- 
rents, who should provide a sumptuous. feast 
for a numerous family of children, should be 
told by them, that all the inducement which led 
them to partake of this repast was a hope that 
they should, by so doing, gai their favor and 
blessing; would it not be proper to ask the 
children how this feast came to be provided for 
them, and whether it were not a sufficient proof 
of the favor and blessing of their parents? 

Suppose again that some of those children 
came to the feast understanding and knowing, 
that the favor and blessing of their parents 
were in the provisions, and that they contained 
the sweetest enjoyments conceivable; would 
they not heartily pity those who, being igno- 
rant of these facts, should be tormented with 
those fearful apprehensions, suggested by the 
writer of this “letter on devotion at Church’”’? 

H. B. 


QUATERLY CONFERENCE. 


This Conference was held at Central Falls, 
near Pawtucket Village, on Tuesday 30th ult. 

Three discourses were delivered; one by Br. 
R. L. Killam, one by Br. D. Pickering and 
one by Br. P. Dean. 

The services were marked by peculiar so- 
lemnity and interest, and we doubt tiot that the 
effect will be favorable to the interest of pure 
and undefiled religion. 

The Conference was adjourned, to meet, by 
Divine permission, at Attleborough, Mass. on 
Tuesday 20th January, 1828. 

At this Conference, it was agreed to inyite 
the Societies of Universalists in the state of 
Rhode-Island, and the Societies of Attleboro’, 
Milford, Medway, Bellingham and Wrentham, 
in Mass. and the Societies in Norwich, Wood- 
stock, Eastford, and Pomfret, Con. to unite 


ists, to be called the Providence Association of 
Universalists; upon the plan proposed by the 
General Convention, at their Jast Session: by 
sending two Delegates from each Society, to 
represent said Societies in the Association:— 
And we hereby invite the several Societies in 
R. I. and all others, which are above named, as 
well as those brethren who may be disposed to 
form Societies in this region, previous to that 
time, to appoint and send Delegates to repre- 
sent them, and to assist in forming such an As- 
sociation, at Providence on Tuesday, the 16th, 
of November instant: And that the same meet 
at the house of Br. D. Pickering, at 9 o’clock, 
A. M. of said day, for the aforesaid purpose. 


N. B. Public worship will be attended in the 
afternoon and evening.—Prov. Telescope. 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


AN IMPORTANT NEW LAW, PROPOSED. 


A new, and as we conceive, a most important 
Law has been proposed by the General Court 
of Massachusetts, to be taken up and decided 
upon at its approaching winter session, which— 
as it strikes a firm and fatal blow at the root of 
all those sectarian, money-making, schemes by 
which the public has heretofore been drained 
of its transmissable wealth and certain secta- 
rian institutions built up and enabled to exert an 
influence so pernicious to general welfare,—has 
created great alarm among the limitarians of 
that state, whose “craft is endangered” by the 
prospect of its enactment. We are indebted 
for a copy of the Bill to Zion’s Herald, in which 
paper of Oct. 17th it is inserted at length ac- 
companied by some editorial remarks by way 
of “warnine” the legislature not to pass it into 
a law, and threatening if they do, that, tike those 
“who resisted unto blood the trifling duties on 
Tea and the Stamp Act,” certain sectarians 
“will not suFFER the opERATION of the Law”! 
Things have arrived at a fine pass, truly, if a 
few religionists are to set themselves up as su~ 
perior to the legistative and judicial authorities 
of our country, “warning”? the former not to 
enact a law that infringes upon their schemes 
of sectarian aggrandizement, and threatening 
the latter, that, if it is enacted, they “will not 
suffer it to go into operation,” but ‘resisting 
unto blood” will rebel against the civil authori- 
ties of our country! 

The act to which we allude was read in the 
Senate last June, referred to the next session 
of the legislature, which meets again in Jan- 
uary next, and in the mean time ordered to be 
printed in the newspapers for the information 
of the public. It is in the following words: 


An Act regulating Gifts and Grants for pious 
and charitable uses. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives in General Court assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, That all devises 
and bequests made after the passing of this act 
for the support or benefit of the teacher of any 
parish or other religious society, which shall in 
any manner require in the teachers, who are to 
receive the benefit thereof, any other qualifica- 
tion than that of being legally settled in such 
parish or other religious society, and likewise 
all devises, bequests, deeds, and conveyances, 
for any pious or charitable uses, which shall not 
be made at least months before the death 
of the testator or donor, shall be null and void. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That when any 
gift or conveyance hereafter made for the sup- 


with us in forming an Association of Universal-| port or benetit of the teacher of any parish or 
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religious society shall be accompanied by any 
conditions, restrictions, or limitations, confining 
the benefit thereof to teachers who shall possess 
some further qualification besides that of being 
' legally settled in such other religious» society, 
all such conditions, restrictions, and limitations 
shall be utterly void. 


It is well known to our readers, that it isthe 
practise of certain ministers—intent on obtain- 
ing funds for the support and perpetuity of the 
sects to which they belong,—to attend, with 
great constancy, on the sick and dying—es- 
pecially if they have property to leave behind 
ther,—with the view of prevailing upon them 
to make a will of their possessions, giving to 
their parishes or sectarian institutions a large 
part or all of the property they own. Great 
impositions have undoubtedly been practised 
in this manner, and many poor widows and 
fatherless or orphan children have been made 
to feel the sad and perhaps wretched conse- 
quences of these clerical schemes. Andover 
Theological Seminary and other limitarian in- 
stitutions have been thus made immensely rich 
by money and estates which of right should 
have gone to smooth the widow and orphan’s 
unprotected and defenceless course of life. It 
js not many years, if we have not been misin- 
formed, since some person or persons succeed- 
ed in wresting from a rich lady on her death 
bed a will making over to a certain religious 
institution, all her property, leaving her desti- 
tute children, without father or mother, to 
penury and want, and we believe to the hu- 
miliating condition of being town paupers. An 
attempt was made to break the will in court by 
the eloquent Dexter, but did not succeed. The 
extortioners had the precaution to make the 
will so strong that neither the calls of abused 
justice nor the cries of suffering humanity 
eould wrench from their iron grasp the proper- 
ty which her children needed. Many such ca- 
ses have undoubtedly taken place, and unless 
our legislatures interfere, by a legal enactment 
to prevent them in future, many such cases 
will take place again. Those ministers, sup- 
plied as they are with the means, find it not 
difficult to effect their purposes. _ When per- 
suation fails, terrors are employed to overawe 
and reduce the feeble and impaired minds of 
the sick and dying. They are told that they 
are about to leave the world, with property be- 
hind them that can no longer be serviceable to 
them,—that they must soon, very soon appear 
before the bar of God to answer in his presence 
what they have done to promote on earth the 
cause of religion? Have they ‘given up 
houses and lands for his name sake?” The dy- 
ing tremble to think they must undergo such a 
scrutiny from the Almighty, and perhaps being 
encouraged to believe they may purchase His 
favor hereafter by dedicating their possessions, 
no longer useful to themselves, to what are 
called ‘‘pious purposes,” they at length yield to 
the demands of the minister and submit to any 
terms he may please to dictate. 

The bill above named is designed to put a 
stop to all such impositions. It declares, that 
“all devises, bequests, deeds and conveyances, 
for any pious or charitable uses, which shall 
not be made at Jeast [a certain number of] 
months before the death of the testator or donor 
shail be nuli and void.””—This is, patriotically‘ 
to prevent all ministers or others from taking 
advantage of the weak minds of the sick and 
dying, by obtaining from them their preperty, 
which, if they were in health, and sound state 
of mind, they would not, probably, give. No 


will or deed made by a person near the end el 


his earthly career, conveying his property to 
any sectarian purposes, shall be good in law. 
It may be said that this is a severe clause, but 
the conduct of the orthodox and others have 
made it necessary that the legislature should 
interfere to protect the sick from the Jesuitical 
demands of hungry ecclesiastics. 
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Whence art thou, wind of the brilliant sky, 
Passing with voice of gladness by; 
Hast thou been to a bright and happy clime, 
O’er the wide and restless main, 
To a region that feels no touch of time, 
A land without guilt or stain? 
Hast thou swept on thy wing, so wild and free 
O’er the isles of the Southern sea, 
Where the flowers and the fields yield a rich 
perfume, 
And the woods live on, in deathless bloom? 
Say! hast thou been in thy freedom there, 
Where mirth is not touched by the blight of 
care? 


‘I have been to those far, delicious isles, 
And have whispered to deathless flowers; 
But know that the summer not always smiles 
On the bush of those fairy bowers. 
I have scen their green woods grow old and 
die,— 
All spoiled of their gorgeous panoply; 
And have witnessed their bridal altars red 
With the blood of the martyred bride; 
And have seen the joyous grow wild with 
dread, 
_ And perish side by side. 
Oh! there is not a haunt in the distant clime 
Unstricken by death, unstained by crime.” 


Tell me, bright clouds of the sunny air, 
Where is that land that hath no care? 

Far have ye wandered o’er sea and earth, 
And surely ye know the house of mirth? 


“Far have we been in our paths of light, 
Over ocean, and yale, and hill, 
And have looked on the world from our fearful 
height, 
And have gazed on its good and ill: 
We have seen the green vale at the close of 
day, 
Lie calm in its innocent sleep; 
And again have beheld, in the morning ray, 
Its children go out and weep: 
For the plague had tainted the air’s sweet 
breath, 
And the men of the vale were struck with 
death.” 


Tell me, pale queen of the stilly night, 
And ye stars from your thrones of light, 
Where are there hearts like the pure sky, 
Where is there man not borne to die? 


“We have brightened at eve, and grown dim at 
morn, z 
Through the laps of untold years, 
And know that the nations of men are born 
To perish in grief and tears. 
We have seen the worshipped grow faint and 
grey, 
We have seen the good, and the wise, 
And the beautiful, silently pass away, 
As a cloud in autumn skies.” 


Oh! it is not for man, frail child of care, 
To live, as the stars live, without a change; 


The wind is oft hushed in the stirring air, 
And the child is oft stayed in its onward 
range, 
And man is oft born, in his prime of years, 
To the cold still dust, with many tears. 


a  ~_e 
PLAIN RESTITUTIONIST, 


A new work with this title, has just been 
published at Montrose, Pa. written by Br. Ed- 
win Ferris, of Chenango County, N. ¥. It 
contains 200 pages, is written in a very candid 
and ingenious manner; the subjects on which 
the writer treats are important; and (as far as 
we are able to judge, having as yet only curso- 
rily examined the work) the author exhibits a 
sound judgment and considerable ingenuity; 
and we cheerfully recommend the work to the 
perusal of our friends universally.— Utica Mag. 


—=t} & ; 
. SINGNLAR ENOUGH, 


A singular occurrence took place recently at 
Farmington, Me. A Meeting-house had been 
erected by the different religious societies, and 
after its completion, a vote of the proprietors 
was taken to designate the minister who should _ 
preach the dedicatory sermon. On balloting, — 
the Rev. Mr. Cobb had a large majority of 
votes, and he preached the dedicatory sermon — 
accordingly. Buta part of the society had — 
scruples in regard to the validity of the dedica- | 
tion, as Mr. Cobb was a Universalist, and 
they thought it best to have it rededicated, which — 
was done, and the sermon was delivered by — 
the Rev. Mr. Lovel of the Methodist persua- 
sion.—JVew- Hampshire Gazette, : 
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ESSAY I. 
On the Intermediate State of the Dead. 
Sect. 1. The Scriptures examined respecting the state of man’s Bedy, 
Soul, and Spirit, between death and the resurrection, 
Sect. 2. On Ghosts, and their intercourse with this world after death. 
Sect. 3. On the various opinions which have been entertained ree 
specting (he nature uf man’s soul; ils immortality ; its condition after 
eath; whence such opinions originated ; and how they came to be in- 
corporated with the Christian religion. 
Sect. 4. Facts stated, showing that the common opinlons respecting 
man’s soul, and its condition after death, cannot be true, 
Sect. 5. Objections considered. 


ESSAY II, 
On the Resurrection from tho Dead. ‘ 
Sect. 1. On the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the Dead. 
Sect. 2. Cn the Resurrection of Man from the Dead. 
Sect. S. Remarks addressed to Uhristians, Jews, and Deists, 


ESSAY IIL : 
On the Greek terms krino, krisis, krima, &c. rendereo judge, judge’ ’ 
ment, condemned, condemnation, damned, damnation, &c. in the New- 
Testament, } 
Concluding remarks, on Mr. Hudson’s Letters, in Defence of a future 
Retribution, addressed to Messrs. Hosea Ballou, Balfour, and others. 
BY WALTER BALFOUR. 


These three Essays were commenced for the Author’s personal satis- 
faction, without any view to immediate publication, or as an answer to 
Mr. tindson’s Book, Butas we deem them a full answer to it, we pro- 
ceed to prepare them for the press. All his texts in proof of a future 
retribution.are particularly considered ; the principle of analogy on 
which he reasons betwist this stale and the future, is also examined; 
and the assumed ground on which he builds his whele scheme of pun- 
ishment after death, is shown to be without foundation in the Bible. 


CONDITIONS. 

The work shall be handsomely printed in 12mo, volume, containing 
between 350 and 400 pages, and will be delivered to subscribers at $1 
in boards, or $1 25 bound. Persons becoming responsible for 6 copies 
can receive a 7th gratis. Those to whom subscription papers are sent, 
or any inclined to favor the publication, are requested to return an ac- 
count of the number of copies subscribed for, by the first of January to 
the Author. The work shal] then be put to press, if the subscription 
wil! warrant the expense of publication. 


Charlestown, Mass. November 7, 1827. 


&> Subseriptons received at this Office. 


Diep, on Western Avenue, 4th inst. Mrs. 
Sally Moore, wife of Mr. Daniel C. Moore, — 
aged 31, 


